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1. Summary

This volume, part of an ongoing BA/Leverhulme-funded research project of the same name,' brings
together a range of experts on Nervan, Trajanic and Hadrianic literature to examine the texts and the
literary culture of the period collectively. This period represents a lively area of growth in Latin
scholarship, but the trend has been for author-specific studies, leaving connections and interactions
between texts underexplored: there is still no monograph or collected volume addressing it as a
whole. Yet post-Domitianic literature includes several significant and some great names in the
canon and a conspicuous degree of interaction between these authors and between their works.
Some of them knew each other personally; some collaborated in literary production (attending
recitals, commenting on drafts, mentioning each other in their writings); several engage with each
other intertextually, whether unilaterally or in dialogue. By exploring the variety of these
interactions between historians and biographers, satirists and epigrammatists, epistolographers and
philosophers, orators and educationalists, military writers and administrators, this volume aims to
enhance our understanding both of individual texts and of the dynamics of literary production and
consumption in the period. In the process, it will interrogate different models of intertextuality
(from salutation, citation, echo and allusion to reworking, correction, omission and occlusion, as
well as — inter alia — triangulations, interdiscursivity, and ‘cloud intertextuality’). It will also
explore interactions between ‘literary’ and what is often termed ‘non-literary’ material (for example,
edicts, imperial letters and the writings of jurists), and consider the ways in which the study of
literary interactions can be informed by — and inform — approaches to social, cultural and political
history of the ‘High’ Roman Empire.

2. Research context

Nervan, Trajanic and Hadrianic literature is an area of growing scholarly momentum (thanks not
least to recent volumes from CUP),” but an attempt to draw a wider picture of literary production
and consumption in the age remains a significant desiderandum. Studies along these lines have
become routine for Augustan and Neronian literature, and in recent years for Flavian literature too.’
Given the high degree of synchronic as well as diachronic interactivity in post-96 literature, and the
claims of some of its authors at least that Latin literary culture was undergoing profound change, a
synoptic approach to the period following Domitian’s death seems both necessary and timely.

The volume’s primary aim, then, is to meet a pressing need for a study which will examine the
works of Martial, Pliny, Tacitus, Frontinus, Juvenal, Suetonius and others alongside each other, and
to subject the literary culture to which they all contributed (one which had a lasting impact on later
periods) to comprehensive scrutiny. But this entails a further and significant aim, to interrogate
methodologies of intertextual reading. To date, the scholarly norm has been to analyse imperial
literature using methodologies of allusion and intertextuality developed from Augustan poetry. This

I'See http://arts.st-andrews.ac.uk/literaryinteractions/

? Such as Sailor, Writing and empire in Tacitus (2008), Rimell Martial’s Rome (2008), Roche, ed.
Pliny’s praise (2011), and several commentaries (both C7C and CGLC) on Tacitus, Pliny and
Juvenal.

3 See e.g. Boyle and Dominik, eds. Flavian Rome (2003), Nauta, van Dam and Smolenaars, eds.
Flavian Poetry (2006), Manuwald and Voigt, eds. Flavian epic interactions (2013), Augoustakis,
ed. Flavian poetry and its Greek past (2014).




has proved widely successful, especially given the surfeit of poetry in Augustan, Neronian and
Flavian Rome. But the heavy proportion of prose in post-Domitianic literature poses challenges to
the conventional paradigms: how far can models of verse allusion be straightforwardly applied to
Pliny or Tacitus (to name just two)? It also forces a challenge to the tendency to concentrate on
poetry in studies of this sort, and invites fresh consideration of what might count as ‘literary
interaction’ — a deliberately broad term intended to move us beyond traditional conceptions of
allusion and intertextuality. The case studies and methodological reflections in this collection thus
address a topic of central importance to all students of Latin literature.

The third, concurrent objective of the volume is to expand the horizons of ‘literary’ study in the
direction of social and cultural history. Certainly literature is the focus of attention, as the title
makes clear, and we have resisted the temptation to include (for instance) one or more ‘token’
chapters on material culture. But, as its chapters variously illustrate, literary interactions intersected
in many different ways with personal, social, political and other kinds of activity (and vice versa).
Accordingly, the volume explores some of the ways in which prosopography and other aspects of
social, economic, administrative, and political history can help frame, and in turn be informed by,
different approaches to intertextuality. Literary Interactions thus seeks not only to ground readings
of literary works in their historical context but also to enrich our understanding of that context itself,
and in the process to extend interdisciplinary dialogue between literary and historical studies of the
High Empire.

3. Contents and scope

The volume will contain 18 chapters — a substantial collection for a new and important topic —
which between them examine an extensive range of literary interactions, from traditionally
recognisable examples of close lexical correspondence to less easily discernible instances of
overlap and engagement, gaps in dialogue, and extra-textual cross-pollinations. The period of study
is defined conveniently, rather than rigorously, as the principates of Nerva, Trajan and Hadrian, i.e.
AD 96-138. This political periodisation is a convenience, of course (to be justified and
problematised in the Introduction), but does embrace a notable flourishing of literature — the last
substantial nexus in the ‘classical’ canon for many undergraduates and general readers — and one
marked by some recurrent concerns (above all its own periodisation as post-Domitianic literature).
The aim is not to identify some unifying (and flattening) mode of interaction in these years, but to
explore the variegation and divergences that make their overlaps and interactions — and the wider
picture that emerges of contemporary literary activity — so rich.

As might be expected, more familiar texts take the lion’s share, but the volume importantly makes
space for less well known material including technical treatises (Frontinus, Aelianus Tacticus),
administrative correspondence (imperial letters, as well as Pliny Epistles 10), juristic writings and
imperial edicts. Given plans for a subsequent volume on ‘Literary Interactions across Linguistic,
Cultural and Religious Boundaries’ following a further conference in Boston (June 2015), the focus
of this first collection will be predominantly on Latin. Nevertheless, we consider it important to
signal here too the importance of challenging the conventional disciplinary boundary between Latin
and Greek in a period when these two branches of Roman literature are so closely intertwined. The
inclusion of Plutarch and pseudo-Plutarch thus serves to begin the process of teasing out those
connections as well as to open the door to the second volume. Here as in all respects, a single
collection of essays cannot and must not hope to present a definitive picture of literary
(inter)activity in the age. Rather, through its range of material, themes and methodologies this
volume will offer new insights into — and above all prompt fresh reflection on — the literature and
culture of Nervan, Trajanic and Hadrianic Rome.

Chapters will be grouped into three thematic sections, to present a range of distinctive (but
inevitably overlapping) methodologies, at the same time as teasing out some recurring topoi and
features. The identification of tidy ‘Nervan’, ‘Trajanic’ or ‘Hadrianic’ trends is not our aim, nor do



we want to construct a teleological march through the period. On the other hand, each section
follows a broadly chronological progression, leaving readers — if they want — to pursue this
themselves across the volume as a whole. At the same time, the appearance in different sections of
contrasting but complementary studies on Martial and Pliny (for instance) will expose extensive
synchronic variegations and throw up interpretative questions that transcend both chronological and
methodological issues. Likewise, in spreading out discussions of (for instance) Juvenal, we will
draw attention to patterns and discontinuities that have little to do with periodisation, and give
readers the chance to examine other manifestations of intertextuality along the way that can inform
(and in turn be informed by) the readings of interactions with which they are interspersed.

A strong set of dialogues has developed between participants over the course of our project (helped
by a workshop, conferences and the website). Ongoing ‘interaction’ between contributors will
continue to play an important role during the production of the volume and emerge as a central
feature of it. To that end, all first drafts will be uploaded to a secure website. Contributors will be
asked to read each others’ work, offer feedback according to their areas of expertise, and (where
appropriate) incorporate references and responses to each others’ chapters in their own drafts. As
editors, we will also provide individual feedback to each contributor (which will include
suggestions for tightening links, foregrounding points of connection and exploring divergences
from other chapters). Our jointly authored introduction will be subjected to the same process of
collective scrutiny and feedback. This process is designed to yield a coherent final product, with
regular recognition of both parallels and divergences between discussions enriching — and
complicating — the picture which the volume paints of literary interactions in the period.

4. Audience

Literary Interactions, which we envisage as a stand-alone volume (like comparable productions
from CUP), will be of interest to a wide range of academic specialists: Latinists working on a wide
range of early Imperial authors; literary theorists, both within and beyond Classics; scholars
interested in the intersection of literature and history; and political and social historians of the High
Empire. Given the lack of any comparable volume, it will also be a first port of call for graduate and
undergraduate students studying courses in Trajanic literature (an increasingly popular topic in the
UK and US). To make it accessible to less advanced undergraduates and non-specialists, all Greek
and Latin will be translated.

5. Length and images

A total of 156k words, comprising Introduction (10k), eighteen chapters (8k each), and envoi (2k),
plus end matter. We recognise that this is longer than average for a collection of essays, but believe
the importance and novelty of the subject justifies it. One chapter (Mratschek) will include a
photograph.

6. Timetable

Contributors will submit chapters by 30 June 2015. The deadline for submission of revised drafts
will be 30 September 2015, allowing for the volume to go into production by the end of 2015.

7. The editors

Alice Konig is a Lecturer in Latin at the University of St Andrews. She was recently awarded a
Leverhulme Trust Research Fellowship to complete a monograph on the Roman statesman and
author Julius Frontinus, which offers new readings of his surviving works and also looks through
them as a window onto the political, social, intellectual and literary culture of his world. It was her



work on Frontinus that initiated the ‘Literary Interactions under Nerva, Trajan and Hadrian’
research project. She has also published on Tacitus and Vitruvius.

Christopher Whitton is a University Lecturer in Classical Literature at Cambridge. He has been
interested in literary interactions in this period since his PhD (on Pliny and Tacitus), completed in
2007, and developed a popular undergraduate course on Trajanic literature currently taught at
Cambridge. He has published on several authors of the period, and has produced a commentary on
Pliny Epistles 2 for the Cambridge Greek and Latin Classics series (2013).

8. Contributors and abstracts

The contributors to the proposed volume represent a full range from rising talent through
established researchers to distinguished senior figures in the field. All have already participated in
the ‘Literary Interactions’ project, by delivering papers at the workshop and/or the two conferences,
and/or by offering ‘working papers’ (research in progress) for publication on the website. Their
proposed chapters are in most cases developed from material previously aired in one of these fora,
but have all been commissioned, with detailed guidelines, as papers specifically for this volume,
chosen for their quality and variety of methodological approaches, and corporately for their
representative coverage of the topic. All the authors have committed to publishing in this volume.

Rhiannon Ash* Associate Prof. in Classical Lang. and Lit., Merton College, Oxford
Emma Buckley Lecturer in Latin, Univ. of St Andrews

William Fitzgerald* Professor of Latin Language and Literature, Kings College London
Tom Geue Teaching Fellow in Latin, Univ. of Bristol

Roy Gibson* Professor of Latin, Univ. of Manchester

John Henderson* Professor emeritus of Latin, King’s College, Cambridge

Gavin Kelly* Senior Lecturer in Latin, Univ. of Edinburgh

Rebecca Langlands* Senior Lecturer in Classics, Univ. of Exeter

Myles Lavan* Lecturer in Latin, Univ. of St Andrews

Ilaria Marchesi* Associate Prof. of Comparative Lit. and Languages, Hofstra University
Ruth Morello* Lecturer in Classics, Univ. of Manchester

Sigrid Mratschek Professor of Ancient History, Rostock Univ.

Victoria Rimell* Ricercatore, La Sapienza, Rome

Paul Roche* Senior Lecturer in Latin, Univ. of Sydney

Matthew Roller Professor of Classics, Johns Hopkins Univ.

James Uden Assistant Professor of Classical Studies, Boston Univ.

* = previous CUP author/editor

With this proposal we include abstracts for all chapters, except for Mratschek, which represents the
proposed chapter (written in Sept. 2014 for this volume), and Fitzgerald, Gibson and Roller, who
have offered an initial draft together with a brief account of intended development and changes.
Henderson’s envoi is to be written after the chapters have been collated in their final form.

Alice Konig
Christopher Whitton
1 October 2014.



